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ITI gears up to

bid for

BSNL’s

4G tender

Plans To Tie Up With Indian
Software Giants TechM, TCS

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With lengthening
clouds over participation of Hu-
awei and ZTE in future telecom
contracts, the government is re-
adying ITI to bid for BSNL's
forthcomingtender, in partners-
hip with Indian software giants.

Tech Mahindra (TechM and
TCS are among some of the top
Indian tech firms that the pub-
lic sector company — which
turned profitablelast yearafter
beingin thered for16 years—is

in talks to finalise a deal under *

which ITI provides the hardwa-
re, while the software compani-
es use their telecom skills to ha-
ve a formidable relationship,
government sources told TOL

The agreements are expec-
ted to be in place over the next
couple of weeks.

The BSNL tender for 4G equ-
ipment was cancelled after ten-
sions in Ladakh with the PLA
escalated and came in the back-
drop of local players alleging a
bias in favour of Chinese com-
paniessuchasZTE.

As reported by TOI, the go-
vernment is internally discus-
sing the technical details for 5G
equipment and also the partici-
pationof Chinese vendors, who-
serole is under the lens globally
from Australia to the UK, the
United States and Canada.

With companies such as Hu-
awei seen to have links with the
PLA, the Indian government
will shortly decide if they sho-
uld be allowed to participate in
equipment supply contracts,
amid fears of data being illegal-
ly mined in China.

ITI’s participation in 4G and
5G equipment is seen to be a ma-
jor surprise, given that it was
under losses since 2003 and had

LOCAL CHALLENGE

» The move is seen to be
readying a local challenge to
foreign rivals, including
European vendors, for a possible
bid for 5G telecom equipment

» The plan is being piloted by
the communications and IT
ministry under the ‘Atma
Nirbhar Bharat’ initiative

» ITlis hoping to produce
the equipment at its plants

in Bengaluru, Palakkad and
Rae Bareli

» ITI's participation in 4G and
5G equipment is seen to be a
major surprise, given that it
was under losses since 2003
and had to be referred to BIFR

» In 2014-15, the Modi
government had approved a
revival plan

tobereferred tothe Board for In-
dustrial and Financial Reconst-
ruction (BIFR). In 2014-15, the
Modigovernment had approved
arevival plan.

ITI is the second public sec-
tor player which is being readi-
ed to build domestic manufac-
turing capacity, which also re-
quires an ecosystem compri-
sing vendors. Bhel has sought

interest from international pla-

yers for manufacturing LCD
panels, mobile phones, TV sets
and solar power equipment as
the government looks to cut
down import of electronicsand
telecom equipment, for whicha
key source is China.




